
 Learning Together: Pottsgrove Middle School

March 9, 2017

Upcoming Calendar Events 
March 10 - Dodgeball Tournament, Gymnasium 7:00 PM
March 14 - School Board Meeting, High School LGI, 7:30 PM
March 16-18 - MS Musical Shrek, Auditorium, 7:00 PM
March 22 - Act 80 Day, students released two hours early, 12:50 PM
Remember you can customize the calendar information you receive from the school 

district web site so it matches the school(s) where your children attend. For more information 
about customizing your calendar visit the main page at the district web site and choose 

“Customize Your Calendar” from the left-hand menu. 

Biographies Come Alive!
On February 28th, 2017, the 

Pottsgrove Middle School auditorium 
was transformed into a Wax Museum 
filled with famous legends from the 
past, such as Abraham Lincoln and 
Benjamin Franklin, to modern-day 
celebrities like Simone Biles and 
Taylor Swift. 

To foster independent reading in 
and out of the classroom, 

each quarter every sixth grade student is 
required to read a book and produce a project 
demonstrating his or her understanding of the 
content and related skills we are focusing on in 
class. This project was no different. 

Each year, sixth graders are required to write 
a biographical essay on a famous figure of their 
choosing. At the same time that they are writing a 
biography, the students are also reading nonfiction 
and learning about each component of this genre. 
As an ELA team, Mrs. Forwood, Mrs. Kirsch, 
Mrs. McCurley, and Miss Reilly thought it would 
be great to tie students’ monthly book project into their in-

class writing. That’s where the idea of 
the Wax Museum launched. 

During all 6th grade ELA periods, 
students had the opportunity to visit 
the PGMS library to peruse the wide 
inventory of biographies. Once they 
found someone who interested them, 
their real work could begin. Students 
were required to read a biography or 
an autobiography on their influential 
person of interest. From there, 

students were able to dive into their 
iPads to widen their scope of research. 
Students investigated their chosen 
subject using online articles, books, 
and various internet sites. Students 
learned the art of note-taking, 
synthesizing gathered information 
into cohesive, original paragraphs, 
and the citing of all sources. 

An authentic TIME magazine 
cover was designed by 
each student to showcase their person of interest. 
Students were required to construct a timeline 
outlining important events that contributed to the 
person’s fame and success that would appear in 
the background during the day of the exhibit. 

To culminate the entire project, students 
“Stepped into the Shoes” of their subject by 
writing a first-person autobiographical speech. 
The students not only worked to memorize the 
speech, but also the mannerisms and dialect of the 
chosen figure. With a little bit of creativity and the 
use of at least three props, various people from all 

decades and all walks of life donned the PGMS auditorium 
for the First Annual 6th Grade Living 
Wax Museum. 

Mrs. Forwood, Mrs. Kirsch, Mrs. 
McCurley, and Miss Reilly could not 
be more proud of the students and all 
of their hard work. Thank you to all of 
the parents and family members who 
joined us on this day to make the event 
so successful. This day wouldn’t have 
been possible without the partnership 
between home and school. Koleson as Milton Hershey

Mailei as Rosa Parks Saudia as Harriet Tubman

Devon as Dr. King

Andrew as Lincoln

Article written by grade 6 ELA teachers... 


